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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 5.  The School Boy    

 

 

 

 

  The boy loves t o wake up t o see t he summer  mor nings. The sound of  t he bir ds singing and 

t he hunt sman’s hor n ar e bot h pleasant . I t  seemed t o him as if  t he skylar k was singing wit h him. 

All of  t his was such a sweet  company t o him. 

  The school, however , t ook away wit h it  t he j oy t hat  summer  mor nings car r ied. The lit t le 

boys spent  t heir  days in ut t er  despair  under  t he t hr eat  of  t he t eacher ’s pr esence. He would 

spend his days in anxiet y, der iving pleasur e neit her  in books nor  in lect ur es. 

  The boy ponder s upon t he f act  t hat  f r eedom is so necessar y dur ing childhood. A bir d, 

who is put  in a cage cannot  sing f or  it  der ives j oy f r om his f r eedom. Similar ly, a child like a 

caged bir d be happy by living in const ant  f ear . 

  The boy addr esses his par ent s t r ying t o explain t hem t hat  j ust  like spr ing is meaningless 

wit hout  f lower s, similar ly childhood is meaningless wit hout  f r eedom. By nipping t he buds bef or e 

t hey blossom t hey would make t he wor ld an unpleasant  place. I n such condit ions how would t hey 

der ive happiness associat ed wit h summer  and spr ing. The j oy of  childhood makes  a per son 

r emember  t hat  phase f or  a lif e t ime. Depr iving t he childr en of  t hat  j oy would be t o doom t hem 

t o a lif e of  ever last ing sor r ow. 

 

 

 

 

 

I  love t o r ise in a simmer  mor n, 

When t he bir ds sing on ever y t r ee, 

The dist ant  hunt sman winds his hor n 

And t he skylar k sings wit h me. 

O! what  sweet  company. 

Ref erence :  

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  t he Poem 

St anza 1 
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  The above lines have been t aken f r om William Blake’s poem. ‘The School Boy’ 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  shar es det ails about  t he lit t le boy’s j oy. 

Explanat ion :  

  I n t he opening st anza, t he speaker s, t he lit t le boy, shar es his delight  on waking up t o see 

a summer  mor ning. He admir es t he pleasant  sound of  t he bir ds singing on t he t r ee and hunt sman 

who in t he dist ance blows his hor n or  clar ion. He f inds t he at mospher e so pleasant  t hat  he 

t hinks t hat  t he skylar ks sing wit h him. He f inds t he company of  all t hese element s of  nat ur e 

ver y soot hing. 

 

 

 

But  t o go t o school in a summer  mor n, 

O! it  dr ives all j oy away, 

Under  a cr uel eye out wor n, 

The lit t le ones spend t he day, 

I n sighing and dismay. 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  highlight s how t he boy det est s going t o school. 

Explanat ion :  

  The boy hat ed going t o school on such pleasant  summer  mor ning. I t  depr ived him of  all 

j oys. He hat ed spending his day under  t he super vision of  a st r ict  t eacher . The boy is f or ced t o 

do what  t he t eacher  exper t s him t o do. He, on t he ot her  hand, want ed t o enj oy t he gaiet y of  a 

summer  mor ning. 

 

 

 

Ah! Then at  t imes I  dr ooping sit , 

And spend many an anxious hour , 

Nor  in my book can I  t ake delight , 

St anza 2 

St anza 3 
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Nor  sit  in lear ning’s bower , 

Wor n t hr o’ wit h t he dr ear y shower . 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  in t his st anza how t he boy get s f r ust r at ed by t he bor ing t eaching met hods 

adopt ed in t he school. 

Explanat ion :  

  The boy shar es wit h t he r eader s his wear iness. He is t ir ed and f r ust r at ed t o t he cor e. 

He spends his hour  at  school in gr eat  r est lessness and anxiet y. He t akes no delight  in t he 

lessons. Ther e was not hing r ef r eshing about  going t o school and lear ning somet hing new because 

ever yt hing was t aught  in an ext r emely dull way. The boy, t her ef or e, dr aws a cer t ain cor r elat ion 

bet ween ‘lear ning’s bower ’ and ‘dr ear y shower .’ 

 

 

 

How can t he bir d t hat  is bor n f or  j oy, 

Sit  in a cage and sing. 

How can a child when f ear s annoy, 

But  dr oop his t ender  wing, 

And f or get  his yout hf ul speing. 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  af f ir ms t he boy’s desir e f or  f r eedom. 

Explanat ion :  

  The boy dr aws t he imager y of  a bir d. A bir d is bor n t o be j oyous and spr ead happiness 

t hr ough his singing. But , t his he could do only if  is f r ee and not  caged. Similar ly, a young child in 

his childhood is lear ning t o spr ead his wings or  becoming conscious of  t he wor ld ar ound him. The 

const ant  f ear  or  t hr eat  of  someone could r uin his childhood. J ust  like a cage bir d, he would 

neit her  t hen know how t o be happy nor  how t o sing. 

 

St anza 4 
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O! Fat her  and Mot her , if  buds ar e nip’d, 

And blossoms blown away, 

And if  t he t ender  plant s ar e st r ip’d 

Of  t heir  j oy in t he spr inging day, 

By sor r ow and car es dismay, 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext   : 

  The poet  in t hese lines shows t he boy addr essing his par ent s. 

Explanat ion :  

  I n t his st anza, t he boy addr esses his par ent s. He t r ies t o explain t o t hem t hat  if  buds 

wer e nipped t hen no one would have ever  known t he beaut y and f r agr ance t hat  a f lower  spr ead. 

Similar ly, if  plant s wer e dest r oyed when t hey wer e st ill t ender , spr ing would never  be a happy 

occasion. Anyt hing t hat  is obst r uct ed f r om it s gr owt h in a t ender  age is r uined f or  a lif et ime. 

 The boy compar es his gr owt h and development  wit h such nat ur al imager y t o convey his 

point . 

 

 

 

How shall t he summer  ar ise in j oy, 

Or  t he summer  f r uit s appear ? 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  The f inal couplet  is an ext ension of  t he point  t hat  t he poet  made in t he pr evious st anza. 

Explanat ion :  

  I f  ever yt hing was dest r oyed bef or e it s t ime, buds would not  bloom int o f lower s, plant s 

would not  be alive t o give r ipe f r uit s, spr ing or  summer  would not  be associat ed wit h plenit ude 

and j oy. J ust  like element s in our  nat ur al sur r oundings r equir e t he r ight  at mospher e f or  gr owt h 

and t hen t hey become a t hing of  beaut y, deliver ing somet hing sweet  and pleasant . 

St anza 5 

St anza 6 
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  Similar ly, a child r equir es t he r ight  kind of  mixt ur e of  love, car e, af f ect ion and f r eedom 

t o become a pleasant  and soot hing per son. 

 

 

 

 

                   

1.  Find three or f our words/ phrases in stanza 1 that  ref lect  the child’s happiness and j oy.  

Ans:   “I  love t o r ise in a summer  mor n.” 

  The skylar k sings wit h me.” 

  “O! What  sweet  company.’ 

2.  I n st anza 2,  t he mood changes.  

     Which words/  phrases ref lect  t he changed mood? 

Ans:   “O! I t  dr ives all j oy away.” 

 “Under  a cr uel eye out wor n.” 

 “Sighing and dismay.” 

3.  ‘A cruel eye out worn’ (st anza 2) ref ers t o 

  (i) The classr oom which is shabby/ noisy. 

  (ii) The lesson which ar e dif f icult / unint er est ing. 

  (iii) The dull/ uninspir ing lif e at  school wit h lot s of  wor k and no play. 

Mar k t he answer  t hat  you consider  r ight . 

Ans: (iii) t he dull/ uninspiring lif e at  school wit h lot s of  work and no play.   

4.  ‘Nor sit  in learning’s bower worn t hro,  with the dreary shower,  

    Which of  t he f ollowing is a close paraphrase of  t he lines above? 

  (i) Nor  can I  sit  a r oof less classr oom when it  is r aining. 

  (ii) Nor  can I  lear n anyt hing at  school t hought  t eacher s go on lect ur ing and explaining. 

  (iii) Nor  can I  sit  in t he school gar den f or  f ear  of  get t ing wet  in t he r ain. 

Ans: (ii) Nor can I  learn anything at  school though teachers go on lect uring and explaining.  

 

 

 

 

NCERT Folder  

Working wit h t he poem 
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Read the f ollowing poem and compare it  wit h ‘The School Boy’ 

The One Fur r ow 

When I  was young, 

I  went  t o school 

Wit h pencil and f oot r ule 

Sponge and slat e, 

And sat  on a t all st ool 

At  lear ning’s gat e. 

When I  was older , t he gat e sung wide, 

Clever  and keen-eyed 

I n I  pr essed 

But  f ound in t he mind’s pr ide 

To cat t le and bar r ow, 

Field and plough: 

To keep t o t he one f ur r ow, As I  do now? 

RS Thomas 

Ans: The t wo poems, ‘The School Boy’ by William Blake and ‘The One Fur r ow’ by RS Thomas ar e 

quit e similar  t o each ot her  in t er ms of  invoking t he nat ur e t o der ive pleasur e and j oy. However , 

‘The School Boy’ r est r ict s it self  ent ir ely t o t he boy’s school going phase. ‘The One Fur r ow,’ on 

t he ot her  hand, discusses t he speaker ’s ut t er  disillusionment  wit h lif e at  lar ge. The boy in ‘The 

School Boy’ is bor ed of  t he dull and bor ing t eaching met hodology at  school. The speaker  of  ‘The 

One f ur r ow’ f inds peace missing f r om his lif e, per haps because of  t he over -act ivit y associat ed 

wit h cit y lif e. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why is the speaker of  the poem unhappy? 

  The speaker  of  t he poem, a lit t le boy, is unhappy because he doesn’t  like going t o t he 

school. 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  What  is t he boy f ond of  doing? 

  The boy is f ond of  waking up in a summer  mor ning and spending his t ime obser ving bir ds 

in t he t r ee and admir ing element s of  his nat ur al sur r oundings. 

3.  Whom does the boy t ry t o explain his sit uat ion t o? 

  The boy t r ies t o explain his sit uat ion t o his mot her  and f at her . 

4.  How does t he boy spend his day at  school? 

  The boy spends his day dr ooping. He does not hing but  sighs in dist r ess and dismay. 

 

 

 

1.  What  does t he poet  int end t o convey through t his poem? 

  The poet  of f er s a cr it ique of  t he societ al r est r ict ions t hat  ar e imposed upon t he nat ur e 

loving human beings. The boy longs f or  f r eedom. 

But , t he poet  discusses how t he educat ional syst em is dest r oying t he childhood and innocence 

of  t he young childr en, who spend t heir  day’s ‘sighing in dismay’ when it  school. 

2.  Do,  you t hink the boy is imaginat ive? 

  Yes, t he boy seems t o be quit e imaginat ive. He seems t o be compar ing himself  t o caged 

bir ds, buds and plant s. 

  The same, boy, however , when in school, becomes dull and t ir ed under  t he pr essur e of  

bor ing and monot onous lect ur es. 

3.  Who could t he child be f earing in st anza 4? 

  The child may be r ef er r ing t o t he annoyance of  t he school t eacher s. On being dull and 

non-r espondent , he might  have t o incur  t he wr at h of  t he school t eacher s. 

  The f ear  of  being under  t he sur veillance of  t he t eacher s. 

  The f ear  of  being under  t he sur veillance of  t he t eacher s and being punished by t hem 

makes t he child wilt  f ur t her . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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The poet  deeply sympathises with the boy.  Do you agree? 

  Yes, t he poet  deeply sympat hises wit h t he boy’s condit ion. 

  He is moved by t he agony suf f er ed by t he boy on account  of  educat ional syst em r obbing 

away t he pleasur es of  ‘childhood’. 

  The poet  looks at  ' Childhood'  as one of  t he f or mat ive phases of  a per son’s lif e. The poet  

is deeply moved t o see t he young boys set t ing f r ust r at ed because of  meaningless cur r iculum 

t hus is imposed upon t hem especially when r at her  t han shaping t heir  per sonalit y it  is dest r oying 

it . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions 

                                 But  t o go t o school in a summer  mor n,  

                                              O! it  dr ives all j oy away, 

                                            Under  a cr uel eye out wor n, 

                                         The lit t le ones spend t he day, 

                                             I n sighing and dismay. 

1.  Who is t he speaker of  t hese lines? 

  (a) The school boy  (b) The poet    (c) The mot her   (d) The school t eacher  

Ans: (a) The school boy.  

2.  Whose plight  is t he boy describing? 

  (a) His own plight       (b) The plight  of  t he school boys 

  (c) The school t eacher ’s plight    (d) The f at her ’s plight  

Ans: (b) The plight  of  t he school boys.  

 

 

 

Value Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 
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3.  Choose a phrase that  indicat es so.  

  (a) Cr uel eye out wor n     (b) The lit t le ones spend t he day 

  (c) I t  dr ives all j oy away    (d) Sighing and dismay 

Ans: (b) The lit t le ones spend t he day.  

4.  What  kills t he j oy f or the boy? 

  Going t o school kills all j oy f or  t he boy. 

5.  Explain t hen meaning of  the phrase,  ‘under a cruel eye out worn. ’ 

  The phr ase, ‘under  a cr uel eye out wor n’ could mean under  t he sur veillance of  someone 

who doesn’t  allow t hem any r espit e f r om t he dull and bor ing lect ur es at  school. 

6.  How do t he lit t le ones spend their days? 

  The lit t le ones spend t heir  days in sighing and dismay. 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

O! Fat her  and Mot her , if  buds ar e nip’d, 

And blossoms blown away, 

And if  t he t ender  plant s ar e st r ip’d 

Of  t heir  j oy in t he spr inging day, 

By sor r ow and car es dismay, 

How shall t he summer  ar ise in j oy, 

Or  t he summer  f r uit s appear ? 

1.  What  is t he rhyming word of  a way? 

  (a) Day      (b) J oy       (c) Appear            (d) St r ip’d 

Ans: (a) Day 

2.  Who are t hese lines addresses t o? 

  (a) Par ent s       (b) School boys      (c)  School t eacher s    (d) School pr incipal 

Ans: (a) Parent s 

3.  What  are t he t wo seasons that  the boy ref ers t o? 

  (a) Spr ing and summer    (b) Summer  and wint er  

  (c) Spr ing and aut umn    (d) Aut umn and summer  

Ans: (a) Spring and summer 

Ext ract  2 
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4.  How does t he boy at tempt s t o explain his plight  t o his parent s.  

  The boy at t empt s t o explain his plight  by employing t he nat ur al imager y of  plant s and 

f lower s. 

5.  What  happens if  t he tender plant s are st ripped? 

  I f  t he t ender  plant s ar e st r ipped in spr ing, t hey would not  bear  any f r uit s when t he 

summer  comes. 

6.  What  are t he last  t wo lines of  the poem called? 

  The last  t wo lines of  t he poem ar e called a couplet . 

 

 


